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This is the last article in this series of “Hero , ! J
As was stated.in the beginning .of the series: “Good policemen, or policewomen, are more than rough, tough  Realizing that advancemant
rice of prudence and restraint, of intelli-
g the foregoing and with many other attri-
WHITE nor COLORED. He is BOTH.
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‘guys.’ They.are better than rough, tough ‘guys.’ Even thougli thé

fice and daring, may.-cost an officer his life, he must.be equipped with

g:tes ained pnly through experience. The GOOD puliceman is neither
4

He is the GOOD MAN."”
"I’ﬁoséfeat‘.\red in “Heroes in
Blues” were ! men and womien.
All were colored. * They wadre
chosen for a specific reason.
« Like their white counterparts,
* some saw long service, some
Laye seen short service. F
-wraced dapger beyond the

ol of duty. - Yo

owéver, unlike many- of
their white colleagues, their
acts of bravery failed fo gain
“rdmotions for them. THIS
-SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN.
AH of them, according to their
P& ords, SHOULD HAVE BEEN
AKOMOTED. -
The fact that they WERE
_NOT, prompted the research
and writing of "Heroes in
Blue.” Such.an error or “over-
sight” should not happen again
<. . at least it is hoped that it

worn't happen again. )

- Younger colored officers on
the police force should profit
from the sleight dealt the ma:
*Jority ot other colored policemen
in the. past, in that they should

-

be“given consideration for pro-|.

motion just like thelr white col-
leagues. Also, until the pres-
- ent system of selecting officers
for -promotion, under the exist-

ing Civil Service regulations, is|.

changed, UPGRADING
‘SHOULD CONTINUE WITH-

. GUT HALTING WHENEVER
A VACANCY, COVERED BY
CIVIL SERVICE RULES, EX-
ISTS. And, when this system
of selection changes, the “equal-
1ty" theme should be in force.

In addition, colored policemen
should be given equal consid-
eration when promotions . or
other “breaks” are passed out on
thé ‘basis of merit, etc. Such
has .been promised by Superin.

.tendent of Police James W.
" Slusser,

A PROMISE KEPT
~Within- the  past several
months, some Negro’ policemen
have been given consideration
by ‘the Bureau of Police, name-
ly, Patrolmen Karl O. Jackson,
Ralph O. Barnett, Rosey M.

- Neasom and Edward Bailey.
Thefe-i3 need for MORE.

. 'In“Heroes in Blue,” a major-
ity of the principals were vet-
eran police officers. Time and
space would not permit men-
tioning all of them. Neither is
it possible to mention all of the
younger members.of the police
-force who are likewise deserv-
ing.

Bat the Interesting thing Is,
that in spite of the “sleight” in

- bypassing worthy Negro patrol-

. men in the past, this action has
nat' deterred colored patrolmen,

-
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Tired of Waiting
will remember as having been
man to work the downtown a

District.—Harris Photo.

«do their best in performance of
duty. . K

No” doubt interesting reading
‘¢quid be penned from a compila-
‘tion  of record highlights of

isome of the “oldtimers,” who

Pittsburgh Bureau of Police.
‘Those, who. can't remember,
;should listen to some who can
ias they insist that if the former
George W. Cole, who was ap-
jpointed to the force in 1891,
were living, he would have an
extiting story to <ell. He . re:
ftired in 1917, and died in 19237
With his white partner, the late
“Spinny” Robinson, Cole and
the lJatter proved to be an ex-
cellent defective team. '
FIRST “WAGONMAN" :
And even before Cole’s time,
rreports have it that the former
IEmanuel Harris, grandfather of
'William (Woogie) and Charles
(Teenie) Harris, was the first
iNegro patrolman to serve as
@ "wagdnman” on the force.
The ex-Northsider was said to
lhave been a “crackerjack” offi:
«er also. ) :
Then there was the handsome
and “picturesque” Willilam H.
Wess, who_ was appointed to the
police force in 1896, was retired
in 1917 and died at the age of
80, in.1937. His was a colorful
And interesting career, accord.

even today, from continuing to

es ixrBlué;

—

:served with- distinction in’ the

. | VAR
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_Former Traffic Patrolman
Leonard Brown, whom many
the first Negro traffic patrol-
rea, grew tired of waiting for

a promotion, so retired:~ This "Hero in Blue" currently op-
erates a grocery store and meat market in the Homewood

exploits would qualify him as
a “Herq in Blue.”

-And Ithere are many Pitts-
burghers who won’t forget Wil-

!liam T. (Bill) McCready. 'He
| joined the force in 1902, retired
in 1935, ‘and is presently llving
in Bord City. .

“Bill” was a good patrolman
and a better detective. Police
work was not only a vocation
with him, but an avocation as
well, so ’tis said.’

AHEAD OF BUREAU

Long before the' Bureau of
Police concentrated on Bertillon
and crime laboratory work as
a means of .assisting in the ap-
prehension of criminal suspects,
“Bijll” McCready was pioneer-
ing and making Improvements
in the aforementioned fields of
crinte detection.

His innovations, counsél and
industry were constantly sought
by his superiors in.the appre-
hension of lawbreakers. In ad-
dition, “Bill” McCready served
as a model and “inspiration” to
younger policemen “learning
the ropes.”

Hill District residents, In par-
ticular, ‘remember well the late
Rufus (Keg O’ Nalls) Pinckney,
who was both feared apd re-
spected by the underworld.

One still hears tales of his

fing to the record. Some of his

prowess with mace, fist and kind
words. Even though a ‘“mild.
mannered” man at home and
among his friends, he was “you-
know-what on wheels"” in opera-
tion against the criminal ilk.

REAL ‘;s;m;m CLEANER”

How Pinckney bravely. dis-
armed would-be-killérs in barri-
2aded houses ... broke up gang
and street fights . .°. arrested
seven and eight suspects . .{. all
single-handedly . . . and how,
while-walking his bheat, he would
rap on utility poles to announce
his presence in the vicinity, and
street loiterers and criminals,
several blocks awadr, would scat-
ter to the’ four winds, upon
hearing “The Man’s” warning
knock, are legendary stories in
these partss Truly, “Keg O
Nails” was a real “street clean-
er,” when it came to operating
agajnst the shady characters in
the underworld.

Continuing down the “memory
trail,” about whom were Pitts-
surghers referring when, speak-
ing about this officer usually
said, ‘He always. gets his
man”? Why Willlam (Big Bill}
Smith, of course.

Smith was a rugged officer,
somewhat like Pinckney in that
ne was both mild-mannered and
plenty tough, dependirrg upon
the occasion. The undénworld
recalls that Smith was quite a
‘handy man_ with his dukes,”
and “never dhew his rod unless
he was going fto shoot.”

It was May 27, 1930, when a
rowd of men standing on a
corner in-the Hill District was
observed in earnest conversa-
tion. One of them was heard
to exclaim, “He always gets his
man, ya know.”

NABS HUGIHIS' KILLERS

The news had just been flash-
xd that Smith had captured the
slayers of the former Patrolman
James (Jim) Hughes, one of the
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city's finest officers. 'The lat.
ter was slain Dec. 27, 1929.

. Smith felt Hughes' death
keenly. It was Hughes who
taught Smith the game. The
latter swore to avenge his death
by capturing the killers. After

obtaining a vague description of| *

the slayers, Smith worked tire.
lesgly for five months—night
and day—running down every
possible clue. .

Finally, on that May date; he
was successful. He napbed two
of the trio, involved in the slay;
ing. Both were given life sen-
tences in the penitentiary.

In 1932, Smith arrested -James
Thomas, six months after the
latter had killed his wife and
a “Leroy Coles.”

Two hours after L. Slackman;|
a tailor on Herron Avenue, was
killed in a robbery, Smith nabbed
Mose Thompson and an accom-
plice. Both were convicted and
sentenced to prison for the
crime, -

“CRIME OF REVENGE"

Remember back on May 30,
1938, when ahove the drone of
screeching automobile . horns
and the clanging of street cars,
a shot was heard in the direc-
tion of Greenlee Field on Bed-
ford Avenue?

Remember, when at midnight,
two white police officers found
a blood-soaked fur scarf and
pocketbook In a shallow ravine
near the fleld? .

Remember, When those same
omt_%rs,» minus - flashlights
WAITED UNTIL DAYBREAK
before they returfied and looked
for what had all the earmarks]
of a crime?

Remember, when the early
morning sun came up to reveal
the bulletridden, beaten and
bruised body of pretty Edith K.
Dougan?

Remefnber the bloody, tor-
tured body of Sam Pagham, her
flance? .

“Bill” Smith remembered too!
He never “pigeon-holed” that
crime, even though some other
officers in the department might
have, it's often been said.

He always believed that the
crime could he solved, if the
Investigating officer were given
uplimited time and some addi-
tional help. He believed this
even until the-day 6fhis retire-
ment in the 1940's. He also
believed that the crime was one,
of “revenge.” /

In.the Dougan-Parham case,
Smith, together with his chief,
the late Waller Monoghan, and
Detective Voyle Parker, inter-
viewed many people and tracked
down countless leads,- prior to
Smith's retirement. But no sus-
pect was ever found who could
be definitely charged with the
flendish crime.

VICTIM OF “POLITICS"?

Smith, now living in Detroit,
Mich,, is an example of "pol-
itles" being played in the Po-
lice Department. He was a good
patrolman and an excellent de-
tective, but sorfiehow or other
was alvays in some "superior’s
hair”* Some said that certain
politiciang were after “BIill.”
Others charged “personal prob-
lems.” Be that as it may, “Bill"
Smith rated recognition as a
“"Hero in Blue.,”

Then there was ex-Patrolman
I.eonard Brown, who later be-
came a very fine traffic patrol-
man before his retirement in
1950.

RUNNING GUN BATTLE

~ His record shows, amorg oth-
er complimentary evidence, that
he distinguished himself in hero-.
ic fashion back in 1930, during
a running gun battle in automo-
biles following a drug store rob-
bery on the Narth Side, The
chase ended on tlje Boulevard of
the Allies, whére the bandits
managed to escape. They were
later caught, and identification
Wwas made by Brown,

The “stickup” occurred about
10:30 P. M. The establishment
was Schrejber’s Drug Store at
Anderson and Lacock Streets,
Brown said. He was about a
“block away” at.the time.

Brown continued, explaining
that the owner of the store came
to the front door, called to him
Jor help and said that he had
been “stuck up” and that the
bandits had fled down Lacock
Street in an automobile,
CHASE BANDITS’ CAR

The proprietor jumped in his
car and with Brown on the run-
ning board and firing: at the
speeding target, followed the

Street to the Sixteenth Street
bridge. The officer instructed
the victim to “pull in front.of
the bandits' car,” but he drove
in behind the latter's car, in-
stead.

One of the thugs, looking
from the rear seat of the get-
away car, saw the approaching
car with Brown on the running
board, and gave instructions to
s companijons. The thieves be-
gan driving towards the main
part of the city. -

From Sixteenth Street to
Seventh Avenue to Liberty Ave-
nue, then to Market Street and

nfieeing vehicle down to Progress|

aver tihe Boulevard of the Allies

the chase continyed. There, the
pursulng car and’its occupants
lost the bandits’ speeding car.
The thugs, who continued
their series of drug store hold-
ups and burglaries, were finally
nabbed by Brown .in a down-
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town hotel waghroom. He icden.| 1%

titled them-on sight and made
the pinch.

MADE_TRAFFIC
PATROLMAN

In 1938 Brown was made a
traftic patyolman and he con-

tinued to Berve -until his retire- i

ment. k

for. colored police personnel was
slow, Brown-decided upon Tre-
tirement, and curreiitly js doing
a thriving business In his gro.

cery store and meat market in{ §

Homewood.

. Another veteran officer,”who
rates as a "Hero in Blue” was
the late -city detective, Eugene
(Gene) Parker, who diéd two

two weeks ago after ten years| !

of service. .
Parker was another fearless
officer who gave the criminal
leeches no rest or break.
SAVES PARTNERS’ LIVES

His most notable feat occurred
on Jan. 9, 1951, when, during
an arrest of a known felon, he
was forced to shoot and kill a
suspect who, attempting to flee
the arresting  officers, dived

through a window, slashed two’

officers with broken glass-and
put up a terrific:fight while re-
sisting arrest. Parker was
forced to shoot in defense of
himSelf and fellow officers.
According to the record, a
squad of detectives had been
dispatched "to an East Liberty
address on Mayflower Street, to
apprehend one Jodie Morris, 30,
who was wanted for a series of
burglaries and auto thefts.

Detectives Parker and John|.

TRompson went inside to make
the arrest, while the rest of the
squad surrounded the premises.

Confronted with the officers,
Morris made a bold attempt to
escape by dlving through a win-
dow in the room, which he was
occupying. But he failed in this
bid because he was pulled back
into the room by one leg by
the police. Additional help had

arrived on the scene by this|:

time. _
SLASHES OFFICERS

~ Morris, sensing his chance for|g

escape had dwindled almost to

an impossibility, grabbed some

slivers of glass and attempted
to cut the officers. Two were
wounded. .

The suspect made a break for
the door and fled down a hall-
way and & pair of steps, with
Dectective Parker in hot pur-
suit and firing at the fleeing
figure. 4

Morris was found beneath a
nelghbor’'s front porch, suffer-
ing from multiple bullet
wounds. He died shortly after
arrival at. the. Pittsburgh Hos-
pital. The wounded officers
were treated at the same hos-
pital.

Detective Parker drew a com-
mendation from his superjors
{or having saved fellow officers’
lives and apprehending the dan-
gerous felon.

HIT DOPE TRAFFIC

It should also be mentioned

that Parker, in cooperation with
tellow detectives, Thompson.and
Voyle Parker, were concentrat-
ing on the narcotics traffic, par-
ticularly in the Hill Distriet,
long before the Bureau of Po-
lice established a narcotics
squad. )
- This team made one big haul
of dope at a rooming house in
the Hill, nabbed the suspects,
and actually drew the attention
of thelr superiors to the rising
problem of dope traffic within
the city limits.

-And don’t think that all of
the heroic feats in line of duty
have been performed by vet-
eran members of the police de-
partment.

In December, 1954, the alert-
ness and courage of two yvoung
Centre Avenue patrolmdn’ Rich-
ard monds ahd Edward Bai-
ley, came to the fore as they
foiled an attempted holdup- of
a Hill District grocery, arrested
the young husband and his wife
who perpetrated the robbery
and-saved the life of the store
proprietor who had been victim.
ized. _

The two radio car patrolmen
were giving Christmas charity
an assist in the tollection of Old
Newsboys Fund Boxes, when
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was written with the idea of.
bringing into focus that Negro
police  officers - have, -down

through the years, performed

bravely and with honor in line

of duty. Certainly, their deeds

of “alor have earned the right

to be called “Herves in Blue.”

.i.__Radié
- monds, left, and,.Edward Bailey,

Richard Ed-

Patrolmen

tight, who is now working in-plainclothed| displayed alert-
_ness and .courage in Dacember, 1954, when they nabbed
20-year-old Augustus~Cooper, center, and his I5-year-old
wite Joan, as the pair tried to rgb the owner of a Hill Dis-
trict grocery. Both young "Herces in Blue” should .be con-
sidered ff_r "Upgrading_ Unlimited."~Harris Photo.

EUGENE PARKER
o o saved officers’ lives

they walked in on the attempt:
ed robbery by 20-year-old Augus-
tus’ Cooper, and his, 15-year.old
wife, who gave her name. as
Jane Cooper, but was later iden-
tified as Joan Ann Dade, the
mother of a 9-month-old baby
and an escapee from Morgan-

‘za ’I‘rai(ping School.

The owner of the stiore said
hevhad been threatened, tied up.

untied, - rohbed and was being|.

placed in a meat cooler when
Patrolmian Edmonds: walked in
to remove on'g of thé charity
boyes. -, i .
RE VICTINM'S LIPS
Edmonds sénsed something
was wrong, an’gi by reading the
victim’s lips, learned tat a hold-
up was in prdgress,
Whipping oul his scrvice re-
volver, the officer "ordered the

couple tn put iup their hands,}

but they brokeiand ran for the
basement  in the store.

Patrolman Idmonds ran to
the (car and warned his part-
ner, Balley, who joined . Ed.
monds hy covering the only oth-
er possible. escrpe route.

The couple tricd to hlast their
way through a\ padlocked trap
door, but the qfficers, with the
help of summoned®aid,’ nabbed
then. N b
The pair admitted:ater to oth:
er robberies in fhe ‘district.
DESERVE UP(%R'ADXNG S

It is officers jlike/ these, and
others on the foice, who are de-
serving of upgrading. Not to do
so reduces the!morale’of the
younger men and goes not im-
prove the efficdency of the Po.
liceFDepartmcnt.} o

All concerned,|inctuding May-

‘or Lawrence, the Director of

Public Safety, !Superintendent
of Police and politicians, "par-
ticularly those in a position to
help, should take it upon them-

made of the Negaro personnel in
the Police Department.

HOW UNFORTUNATE!

Now, there is only one acting
lieutenant in the uniform divi-
sion, no desk scrgeants, tlrn-
keys, wagonmen and, unfqgr-
tynately NO INS P BETORS.
Neither are there apy in iden-
tification or communications.

There should be NO. NEGRO
JOBS OR WHITE .JOBS on the
police force. There should be
only POLICEMEN, and upgrad-
ing should be on the basis of
MERIT ONLY.

. And Negro police officers
M@ST TAKE the competitive
Civil Service examinations and
they MUST MAKE EVER-Y‘EF*]
FORT TO PASS THEM WITH|
HIGH MARKS. IT HELPS. ‘

Neither the.Mayor nor  the
newly created Human Relafions
Committee can honestly boast
about Pittsburgh's. ““fair and
honest ragial practices” as long
as some of the city’s municipal
employves are given. ‘“short
weight” on the scales of jus-
tice—particularly those charged
with Jaw enforcement—as re-
gards placement and upgrading'I

on jobs in the Police’ Depart-
ment. . .
This series, “Heroes in Blue,”

o

selves to see that hetter use be
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